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—INLAND— 
General 

 
PART A—GENERAL 

RULE 1 
 

Application 
 

(a) These Rules apply to all vessels upon the inland waters of the United 
States, and to vessels of the United States on the Canadian waters of the 
Great Lakes to the extent that there is no conflict with Canadian law. 

(b)  
(i) These Rules constitute special rules made by an appropriate 
authority within the meaning of Rule 1(b) of the International 
Regulations. 
(ii) All vessels complying with the construction and equipment 
requirements of the International Regulations are considered to be in 
compliance with these Rules.  

(c) Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of any special 
rules made by the Secretary of the Navy with respect to additional station or 
signal lights and shapes or whistle signals for ships of war and vessels 
proceeding under convoy, or by the Secretary with respect to additional 
station or signal lights and shapes for fishing vessels engaged in fishing as 
a fleet. These additional station or signal lights and shapes or whistle 
signals shall, so far as possible, be such that they cannot be mistaken for 
any light, shape, or signal authorized elsewhere under these Rules. Notice 
of such special rules shall be published in the Federal Register and, after 
the effective date specified in such notice, they shall have effect as if they 
were a part of these Rules1. 

                                                 
1 Submarines may display, as a distinctive means of identification, an intermittent 
flashing amber (yellow) beacon with a sequence of one flash per second for three 
(3) seconds followed by a three (3) second off-period.  Other special rules made by 
the Secretary of the Navy with respect to additional station and signal lights are 
found in Part 706 of Title 32, Code of Federal Regulations (32 CFR 706). 
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—INTERNATIONAL— 
General 

 
RULE 1—CONTINUED 

 
(d) Traffic separation schemes may be adopted by the Organization for the 

purpose of these Rules. 
(e) Whenever the Government concerned shall have determined that a 

vessel of special construction or purpose cannot comply fully with the 
provisions of any of these Rules with respect to the number, position, range 
or arc of visibility of lights or shapes, as well as to the disposition and 
characteristics of sound-signaling  appliances, such vessel shall comply with 
such other provisions in regard to the number, position, range or arc of 
visibility of lights or shapes, as well as to the disposition and characteristics 
of sound-signaling  appliances, as her Government shall have determined to 
be the closest possible compliance with these Rules in respect to that 
vessel. 


